INTRIGUES

This letter, addressed to Geheimrath Tiedemann, and
forwarded under flying-seal to the Minister von Billow,
contained an addition meant for this latter, requesting
him to make confidential use of it among his colleagues.

'. . . This occurrence, to my mind, hits me more
severely than my colleagues, who have not been libelled
by the " Reichsglocke " party, with the exception perhaps
of Camphausen, nor was he subjected to the same measure
of malignity as I. He was attacked by unworthy means
about actual facts connected with his office, but his per-
sonal honour was left untouched. The ministry, as a
whole, is certainly in a position to feel itself aggrieved
by the mode of Gruner's appointment, and must take
notice of this treatment in order to secure its rights and
dignity for the future. But the insult conveyed in the
fact of Gruner's appointment is aimed at me alone. It
is only his long-continued enmity to me personally which
has succeeded in drawing attention to him, for he lacks
both talent and merit. While at the Foreign Office he
was a real hindrance, in consequence of his incapacity,
which at critical moments bordered on idiotcy. For the
last fifteen years he has done nothing but write, speak,
and intrigue against me with all the bitterness of over-
weening self-conceit which thinks it lacks appreciation.
I am momentarily disregarding the fact that it was these
very " Reichsglocke " elements which increased the diffi-
culty of performing my official duties to an extent with
which I had not sufficient strength to cope. I speak now
only of the blow to be aimed at me personally in the possi-
bility of successfully recommending this man to his Maj-
esty. In face of this, if I say in my letter to Tiedemann
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